
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 This begins a series of reflections on the Sacraments of the Church to be offered by the 

priests currently serving at Ste. Anne’s Parish.  For the next four weeks, at the invitation of 

Father Maurice, I invite you to join with me in revisiting our Catholic Christian Faith journey by 

considering the sacrament of Baptism. Before we do that, however, it is good for us to look with 

new eyes at the Sacraments in general.  Many of us of a certain age will remember the catechism 

definition of a Sacrament:  “An outward sign, instituted by Christ to give grace.”  While there 

was no one moment when Our Lord actually “instituted” each sacrament, when we consider the 

Gospels, we can begin to see ways in which each sacrament began to emerge and develop from 

the life, teachings, and ministry of Jesus.  The Holy Sacrament of Baptism is the natural place to 

begin these reflections. 

  Since my father’s passing from this life to his Eternal Home, my siblings and I have 

remembered and shared some of the often repeated sayings by which he imparted important life 

lessons to us.  One of them was “Always remember where you come from.”  At first hearing, we 

might think this saying refers to a city or other place.  What I think my father meant however, 

was that if we remember all the love, nurturing, encouragement, and support we have received in 

the heart of our home and family, then we will truly know who we are.  In this way, we will 

always know where we belong.  If my father said this to one of his children or grandchildren at a 

graduation or some other important moment, he was telling us to pursue our dreams and use the 

gifts and talents God gave us.  At the same time, he was reminding us that the place we belong 

will give us strong and firm roots.  Belonging to a family and having a cherished home is 

universally understood by all members of the human family in all places throughout the world.  

Those who are deprived of this sense of belonging to a loving family are challenged in working 

out their own personal identity.  Furthermore, if the roots that come from seeds are planted in 

faith, they will grow season by season into vines and branches that will grow to bear much fruit.   

 Among the Faithful People of Ste. Anne’s Parish, as well as among those of our 

Ukrainian Rite Parish of St. John the Baptist where I serve, I have been privileged to hear 

witness from many who speak with great pride of their belonging to the Church.  That pride is 

often expressed by looking back upon the previous generations when one’s Catholic Faith was 

more fully integrated into the daily activities and ordinary exchanges of everyday life.  It is 

further expressed in referring to the days when one’s reflexes were such that Sunday morning 

was synonymous with attendance at Holy Mass or at Divine Liturgy as we refer to it in the 

Eastern Church.  As Catholics we would know our prayers and know the practices of our faith. 

Many would frequent the sacrament of Confession and take part in Devotions such as Rosary, 

Benediction, First Fridays, Novenas to Saints.  Eastern Rite Catholics had special Services of 

supplication before the Holy Icons of the Mother of God or of Christ, pilgrimages to shrines and 

other cherished rituals which expressed a sense of proud belonging to the family we call “the 

Kingdom of God.”  Catholic School, CYO, Sodality, and The Holy Name Society were further 



extensions of our belonging and opportunities to affirm our common bonds of family, giving us 

further opportunities to “Remember where we came from!”  To be sure, for my father, 

“remembering where we came from” included remembering our Catholic Faith and integrating it 

into every aspect of our lives.   

 This sacred sense of belonging all began with the day of our Baptism when, given the 

name of a Saint, we were brought to our local parish by our parents and Godparents.  On that 

day, visible signs were used to convey the invisible reality of an outpouring of God’s grace as we 

were claimed for Christ and His Church by water and the Holy Spirit.  That outpouring of grace 

was the share in God’s infinite love to the extent that it would empower us on life’s journey to 

become Disciples of Christ or, in the memorable words of the Catechism; “to know, love and 

serve God in this life and be happy with him in heaven.” 

 The Good News offered to Humanity by Jesus includes the message that not only can we 

know God, but that we, as followers of Jesus can become God’s daughters and sons.  Early in 

His public ministry, Jesus uncovers the way in which we can enter God’s Family and truly 

belong to God’s Eternal Kingdom.  We must be “born again” (John 3:3).  This re-birth is brought 

about by water and the Holy Spirit.  In His conversation with the Jewish leader Nicodemus, who 

came to Jesus under the cover of night, Our Lord states:  “Unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  (John 3:5) From the earliest years, the Church has 

understood “water” in this passage as being the waters of baptism.  It has recognized “the Spirit” 

as the “Holy Spirit” whose gift seals our Baptism and who comes to us in the sacrament of 

Confirmation.  In order to truly understand the meaning of our “second birth” by water and the 

Holy Spirit, we need to go to the event of the very beginning of Jesus’s public ministry and the  

Baptism of Jesus by John in the Jordan River.  This will be the topic of our next reflection.   

 In the Letter to the Galatians, St. Paul reminds the early Christians and us of the 

following regarding our Baptism:  “Through faith you are all children of God in Christ Jesus.  

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” Let us take 

this opportunity to thank God for the gift of our Baptism and remember that we have been 

clothed with Christ.  Let us wear that garment of God’s grace proudly and as a reminder of 

where we come from and where we truly belong.   Yours in the unity of faith, Fr. Jim Morris 

stjnsalem624@gmail.com  
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